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The Quest 
for the 
Golden 
Fleece



Semele, the daughter of 
Cadmus, founder of Thebes, 

was Zeus’ greatest mortal 
love.

Zeus’ rightfully jealous wife, 
Hera, disguised as an old 

woman to win Semele’s trust. 
Imagine, 

Zeus himself 
is my lover!

If it is truly him, make 
sure of it! Make him 

swear an oath to grant 
your next wish.



Semele 
makes Zeus 
bind himself 
by an 
unbreakable 
oath to grant 
her a wish, 
which is ...

Reveal yourself 
before me in your 

true, glorious, 
divine form!



Bound by his 
sacred oath, Zeus 
has no choice but 
to reveal his 
terrifying splendor. 
Semele is instantly 
consumed by his 
divine fires, yet 
Zeus manages to 
rescue their 
unborn child from 
the ashes.



Zeus entrusts the infant – the future
mighty god Dionysus – to Hermes,

who asks Semele’s sister, Ino, 
to raise the child in secret.

But Hera finds it out ....



Ino’s husband, King 
Athamas, already had two 
children from the cloud-

goddess Nephele: Helle and 
Phrixus. Because Ino wanted 
the throne for her own sons, 

Melicertes and Learchus, 
she plotted to rid herself of 
her two stepchildren, Helle 

and Phrixus.



Thus, Nephele, the cloud-goddess, created a flying ram 
with fleece of pure gold, and sent it to rescue her children 

from peril.



Taking the two children 
upon his back, the golden 

ram flew toward the eastern 
shores of the Black Sea. 

Along the way, however, the 
young girl lost her grip and 

plunged into the deep 
waters below. The strait was 

subsequently named the 
Hellespont in her memory.
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Straddling the golden ram, Phrixus 
crossed the Black Sea alone and found 
sanctuary in the distant land of Colchis.

Asia-Minor

Asia



In memory of this miraculous journey, the golden ram 
was elevated to the heavens by Zeus becoming the 

constellation of Aries.



When Ino’s husband, Athamas, discovered that she had 
driven away his children from Nephele, Hera struck him with a 

furious madness. In his insanity, he slew their eldest son, 
Learchus, and pursued Ino in a murderous rage. Fleeing in 

terror with her younger son, Melicertes, she desperately cast 
herself and the child from a cliff into the raging sea. Thus, 

Hera’s ruthless vengeance was fulfilled upon Semele and Ino 
– the two ill-fated princesses of Thebes.



However, Zeus took pity on Ino and Melicertes, transforming 
them into benevolent marine deities who protect 

shipwrecked sailors: Leucothea, the "white goddess", and 
Palaemon, the young boy riding upon a dolphin.



Pelias, the King of Iolcus, who had usurped the throne from 
his brother, deeply offended Hera, the queen of the gods, 
who vowed to destroy him. Meanwhile, Pelias's nephew, 
the handsome Jason – the rightful heir to the throne – is 

marching toward Iolcus.  



Disguised as an old woman, Hera sits by the banks of the 
flooded Anauros river near Iolcus. Jason helps her cross the 
rushing waters, but in the struggle against the current, he 
loses a sandal from one of his feet.



According to the prophecy, Pelias is destined to be undone by "a man 
wearing only one sandal". Therefore, when Jason arrives, the king 

charges him with a mission impossible:



"Bring the Golden Fleece back to Greece!" 
Jason recruits the greatest Greek heroes 

and kings of the age for the first European 
military expedition.

Originally, Greek soldiers – following Jason’s example – wore an iron-studded sandal 
only on their left foot. During an assault, they would kick the enemy in the groin with 
this spiked boot while anchoring their right foot firmly in the soil. Holding the shield 

on their left arm, they thrust forward with the weapon in their right hand. This tactical 
biomechanics is the true origin of the universal military march: starting on the Left!

LEFT! 
LEFT! LEFT! 

RIGHT! 
LEFT!



Aboard the ARGO, the finest Greek heroes of the age accompanied Jason: Hercules,
Theseus, Orpheus, Peleus, Meleager, Atalanta, Castor and Polydeuces (the Gemini
twins), Laertes (the father of Odysseus), Telamon (the father of Ajax), and many others.

                                                 Under the sacred patronage of Hera, they were the Argonauts.



Georgian historians have demonstrated that the first 
European military expedition to capture the Golden 

Fleece may have actually occurred. The Greeks 
wanted to uncover the secret of gold panning practiced 
in Colchis, which utilized sheepskins as natural filters 

to trap gold particles.

Iolcus



The children of Zeus 
and Leda, Castor and 
Polydeuces, also took 
part in the expedition. 

They are the 
mythological twin 

heroes whose memory 
is preserved forever in 

the night sky as the 
Gemini constellation.



The greatest mythological 
hero, Hercules, who 

represented raw, 
unadulterated strength, 

was the mortal son of 
Zeus. His memory is 

preserved forever in the 
night sky as the Hercules 

constellation.



"The first inhabitants of 
Grignano witness the passing 
of the ship of the Argonauts" 
by Cesare Dell'Acqua (1865). 

Located at the Miramare
Castle, Trieste, Italy. This 

masterpiece illustrates how 
the voyage of the Argo 

became an enduring symbol 
for the dissemination of 

European civilisation.

THE DAWN OF 
EUROPEAN 

CULTURE



At Hera's request, Poseidon, the god of the sea and her elder brother, personally aided 
the Argo's passage through the two straits separating Europe and Asia: the 

Dardanelles and the Bosphorus, which enclose the Sea of Marmara. 
(Stills from the motion picture 'Jason and the Argonauts', 1963).



Hercules breaks his oar in his mighty 
hands, forcing the Argonauts to make 
landfall on the Mysian shores so that 

the hero can cut down a fresh pine 
tree to fashion a new one. 

Hercules’ young ward, Hylas, goes to the Spring 
of Pegae to fetch fresh water but never returns. 

According to Atalanta, the water nymphs were so 
enchanted by his beauty that they abducted and 

enticed him away into the depths.



Hylas and the 
Nymphs by John 

William 
Waterhouse,

1896 . 
Manchester Art 

Gallery 

THE IMPACT 
OF EUROPEAN 

CULTURE



In reality, Hylas was 
not abducted by water 

nymphs; with the 
strategic aid of 

Atalanta, the only 
female Argonaut, he 
escaped his abusive 
guardian, Hercules. 

He secretly returned to 
the princess on the 
island of Lemnos, 

where the Argonauts 
had previously made 

landfall.



Hercules searched furiously for his young ward, Hylas, while the Mysian locals – fearing the 
volatile hero's immense wrath – eagerly pretended to help him. Exploiting this distraction, 

the Argonauts, willy-nilly, "abandoned" Hercules on the shore.



Hylas! Hylas! 
Where art 

thou?

Where are you?

Hylas! 
Hylas! 

Even a millennium 
later, every spring, the 
inhabitants of Mysia 

would venture out into 
the coastal forests to 

search for Hylas, 
calling his name in a 
ritual welcoming of 

spring, performed in 
enduring memory of 

Hercules.



Following this, the Argo and the 
Argonauts sailed along the wondrous 

southern shores of the Black Sea, facing 
many thrilling adventures.



BLACK SEA
Yalta

While the western, northern, and eastern coastlines of the 
Black Sea abound with world-famous holiday resorts, 

tourism is virtually non-existent along its southern shores.

This regional anomaly is caused by a cold, continuous 
longshore current and the relentless, heavy rainfall 

generated along the steep coastal mountains.



The Golden Fleece was kept in a sacred grove in Colchis, making it seemingly impossible 
to obtain. Only Princess Medea could enter this forbidden sanctuary, as she was a high 

priestess of Hecate, the underworld goddess of witchcraft. 



Help me, Aphrodite. 
Persuade your son 
to make Medea fall 
deeply in love with 

Jason..

Queen Hera!

That wicked, naughty boy, Eros! He 
never listens to me. Look at him now, 

playing with poor little Ganymede, 
and he is cheating again...

Hera visits 
Aphrodite on 

Mount Olympus



Eros (Cupid), the god of love, and Ganymede, the cupbearer of Zeus, 
are seen here playing together.



Ganymede, the young 
Trojan prince, was swept 

up into the heavens by 
the eagle of Zeus to 
become the gods' 

celestial cupbearer. His 
memory is preserved 

forever in the night sky as 
the Aquarius 

constellation.



Look here, Eros. This 
golden ball is yours if 

you kindle love in 
Medea’s heart for 

Jason.

At Hera's 
suggestion, 

Aphrodite bribes 
Eros, the god of 

love, offering him 
Zeus’s cherished 
childhood golden 

orb.



Eros snatches up his 
small bow and takes 

flight into the heavens, 
charting a course for 

Colchis to pierce 
Medea’s heart with his 

love-inducing arrow.



Medea falls deeply in love with Jason and resolves to help 
him secure the Golden Fleece. The heart pierced by an arrow 

subsequently became the universal symbol of love within 
European culture. 



The Golden Fleece by Herbert James Draper. 1904. Bradford,  Cartwright Hall Art Gallery 

THE 
IMPACT OF 
EUROPEAN 

CULTURE

Medea, Jason, 
and the 

Argonauts 
escape from 

Colchis with the 
Golden Fleece.



Jason and Medea with 
the Golden Fleece by 

Jose Manuel Felix 
Magdalena (2014) in 

private collection 
(Wikimedia 
Commons).

Medea, consumed by love, 
aids Jason on the Argo’s 
perilous journey home. 

Possessing dark underworld 
sorcery, she sacrifices her 

own father and half-brother 
to ensure their escape. She 
goes on to orchestrate the 

demise of King Pelias by 
tricking his own daughters 

into slaying him – thus,
fulfilling the prophecy of the 
"one-sandaled man„ – and
successfully places Jason 
upon the throne of Iolcus.



Medea about to Kill her Children by 
Eugène Delacroix. 1862. Paris, Louvre 

Museum 

MEDEA: THE TRAGIC 
DAWN OF FEMALE 
EMPOWERMENT 

WITHIN EUROPEAN 
CULTURE

But when Jason – now reigning as 
king – attempts to betray her, she 

exacts a terrible revenge, going 
so far as to murder their own 

children.



Today, the legacy of this myth lives on in The Order of the 
Golden Fleece, one of Europe’s oldest, most exclusive, 

and prestigious chivalric institutions. Founded in the 
15th century, this elite order transformed the ancient 
Greek symbol of the Golden Fleece into the ultimate 

expression of sovereign authority, imperial prestige, and 
diplomatic power. To this day, it remains an active, high-

level dynastic decoration awarded only to global 
monarchs, heads of state, and the highest echelons of 

international diplomacy, bridging the gap between 
ancient mythology and modern European political 

culture.
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